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International partnerships have emerged as a necessity for 
the institutional development of the Ministry of Regional 
Development and Construction of the Republic of Moldova 
(MRDC). These partnerships help the MRDC gain and share 
the best practices in planning, managing and implementing 
projects with international funding. The MRDC promotes the 
image and the field of regional development at European 
and international levels by entering into 
cooperation agreements, participating in 
events, study visits and exchange of expe-
rience. These tools allow both the MRDC 
and its institutions and regional partners 
to initiate international projects and to 
continue the learning process in regional 
development.

In order to promote the existing initia-
tives for the balanced development of the 
regions, identify useful partnerships that 
would ensure implementation of project 
portfolios and allow exploring the bene-
fits of the ongoing and future internation-
al programs; the MRDC has intensified its 
international cooperation with develop-
ment partners. Until now, the recent years’ 
developments have been capitalized 
through the implementation of coopera-
tion agreements already signed, initiation 
of negotiations with other institutions, 
organization of various national and inter-

national events, promotion of regional initiatives and facili-
tation of the dialogue with new partners. 

The current database of the MRDC’s international partners 
includes institutions in the Czech Republic, Estonia, France, 
Germany, Italy, Latvia, Poland, Romania, Turkey, and Russian 
Federation. We are now negotiating cooperation agreements 
with Hungary and Slovakia. Also, the MRDC maintains and 
develops partnerships with European Union institutions in 
Brussels, particularly with the Directorate General for Urban 
and Regional Policy and the Committee of the Regions.

(to be continued on page 6)
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Main Topic

Moldova’s regional development policy is the 
coordinated activity of the central and local pub-
lic administration authorities, local groups and 
non-governmental organizations, targeting the 
planning and achieving of a balanced regional 
socio-economic development, in order to direct-
ly support the socio-economic development of 
disadvantaged areas.

Water supply and sanitation (WSS) is one of the 
areas of intervention of the regional develop-
ment policy and funding from the National Fund 
for Regional Development (NFRD). During the 
years 2011-2014, funds in the amount of about 
150 million were allocated for the implementa-
tion of regional development projects in the 
regions North, Center and South. Following the 
implementation of these regional development 
projects with funding from NFRD, regional de-
velopment regions North, Center and South 
achieved the following results:

Construction of:

209 km of the water supply •	
network;

34 km of sewerage networks;•	

two water treatment facilities •	
(Manoilesti village, Ungheni 
rayon and in Otaci town);

two wastewater treatment •	
plants (in Otaci town and in 
Calarasi town).

As a result of projects’ imple-
mentation, necessary conditions 
for connecting to centralized 
WSS services were created for 
110,000 thousand people in 22 
regions of the country.

Regional development projects in the WSS re-
late largely to the expansion to rural areas of the 
services existing in urban areas, thus ensuring 
approximation of the standards of living of the 
population in those areas.

In 2014 and early 2015, 5 WSS projects were being 
implemented, with the total amount allocated for 
this purpose from the NFRD of 17 million lei.

Through the Single Program Document (SPD) for 
2013-2015, approved by Government Decision 
no. 933 of 18 December 2012, 62 priority projects 
have been identified and established in regional 
development, including 13 projects related to 
the WSS, totaling over 340 million lei (see table).

According to the National Strategy for Regional 
Development (NSRD) 2013-2015, approved by 
Government Decision no. 685 of September 4, 
2013, in 2013-2015 the following results are ex-
pected in WSS:

246 km of water supply networks built and 2.5 •	
km renovated;

19 km of sewer built;•	

2 drinking water accumulation ponds; •	

7 water treatment plants;•	

14 pumping stations.•	

Beneficiaries of regional development projects 
related to WSS will be over 300 thousand citizens 
in 67 settlements.

At the same time, with the support of the Ger-
man Development Cooperation through GIZ, 2 
WSS projects were implemented during 2011-
2015, namely “Improvement of Water and Sani-
tation Services in Cahul rayon”, “Improving water 
and sanitation services in Rascani rayon”, and the 
project “Modernisation of Water Supply Public 
Services in Leova rayon” is in the working phase. 
All these three projects have a total planned bud-
get of about 5.5 million Euro.

Implementation of regional projects is provided 
by the Regional Development Agencies, togeth-
er with the applying local public administration 
authorities.

Water Supply and Sanitation  
in Moldova

Priority WSS projects according to SDP 2013-2015 (thousand lei)

No. Name of the project Region Applicant
Requested 

amount

1 Completing construction of the water pipeline  Prut-Falesti, a condition for drinking water supply to 75 settle-
ments in the North Region

North Falesti district council 14585,0

2 Improving the socio-economic condition of the disadvantaged communities of an area in the NDR by building 
the connecting pipe to Drochia town to Soroca-Balti pipeline

North Drochia district council 58591,0

3 Completing construction of the main water pipeline  Balti-Singerei with community ramifications North Singerei district council 24105,0

4 WSS to residents of Risipeni and Bocsa villages and socio-cultural facilities North Risipeni village LPA I, Falesti 
district

30513,5

5 Creating WSS conditions for the residents of Parcani, Ocolina and Redi-Ceresnovat villages in Soroca district North Parcani village LPA I, Soroca 
district

27105,5

6 Quality WSS services in Otaci town for a clean environment in the North region North Otaci town LPA I, Ocnita 
district

25373,0

7 Improving the quality of life of over 5000 residents of Chirileni-Busila-Graseni region through access to drink-
ing water

Center Busila village LPA I, Ungheni 
district

14699,6

8 12000 citizens with access to drinking water in 12 settlements Center Manoilesti village LPA I, Ungh-
eni district

28873,1

9 Building and rehabilitation of the sewerage system in Nisporeni town, Varzaresti commune (Prut-Nisporeni 
water pipeline)

Center Nisporeni district council 44995,3

10 Building a district treatment plant and developing the public sanitation and wastewater treatment system at 
the intercommunity level

Center Telenesti town LPA I 23432,4

11 Improving the quality of life of the rural population by building drinking water supply and sanitation systems, 
regionalization of utility services in the villages in the valley of Lapusnita river, Hincesti district

Center Sofia village LPA I, Hincesti 
district

24156,0

12 Building the main pipeline Leova-Iargara South Leova district council 46575,3

13 Building the main pipeline Leova-Hanaseni Noi-Filipeni-Romanovca South Leova district council 9983,1

 TOTAL 340 230,0
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Opinion

Regional Development and Spatial Planning – 
Indispensable Elements of the Same Process

Good Local Governance –  
Priority of Modern Regional Development

A new medium and long term regional 
development exercise has recently start-
ed. One of the important issues highlight-
ed as a result of the analysis of the current 
situation of the development regions’ 
socio-economic development is the need 
to correlate the regional development 
process on the one hand and spatial plan-
ning, on the other hand. A correlation of 
these two elements results from the simi-
larity of their composition (defined terri-
tory, territorial potential elements, etc.) 
and the aim pursued, especially by the 
fact that the overall development process 
needs to integrate planning methods 
with the territorial elements.

The classical approach to regional de-
velopment is understood as a concerted 
activity of different structures and state 
or independent institutions, carried out in 
order to support development processes 
in the regions and to ensure the intra- and 
inter-regional alignment of the develop-
ment level. The aim of regional develop-
ment policies is a harmonious economic, 
social, cultural and environmental devel-
opment of the national territory by avoid-
ing disparities and the development im-
balance.

The main element of spatial planning is 
the territory, defined as a confined space 
with its physical structure, the variety of 
capital, the potential and its advantages 

and disadvantages. Spatial planning re-
fers to all actions of specialized institu-
tions aimed at optimal organization of a 
territory in terms of its physical structure 
(land use, communications, utilities, etc.). 
Spatial planning involves physical orga-
nization of space according to a leading 
concept, in order to provide residents of 
an area with a framework and a quality 
of life that ensures the development of 
their personality. Thus, spatial planning 
is a complex and continuous process of 
organization and remodeling of territorial 
structures and localities in order to ensure 
an optimal framework needed to carry 
out human activities and to provide per-
manent improvements in the standard of 
quality of life.

The concepts described above imply the 
need to provide correlation between the 
regional development processes and en-
sure the relationship of this process with 
territorial elements. All actions aimed to 
plan the supraurban and subnational de-
velopment activities should be “linked” to 
a specific territory and correlated with the 
existing potential in this territory. This re-
lationship imposes the need of presence 
of spatial planning in regional develop-
ment policies.

The relationship between these elements 
would be achieved through a wide range 
of documents. International practice and 

domestic law provide that these docu-
ments must be: National Spatial Plan 
(NSP), regional spatial plans, district 
spatial plans and local spatial plans. Cur-
rently, there are basically no NSP or other 
plans (with some exceptions). This way re-
gional development policies are unlikely 
to be sufficiently linked to the territory 
and the existing potential in the territory. 
Excluding the territorial element from the 
development planning can make the pro-
cess of regional development truncated 
and the implementation of developed 
strategies difficult.

The regional development approach 
which fails to take into account the terri-
torial element does not correspond to the 
complexity of contemporary development 
processes. Spatial planning is achieved in 
the longer term by strengthening policy 
coherence with spatial elements, as 
otherwise it may lead to unfounded ter-
ritorial development decisions. In this re-
spect, Moldova requires urgent return to 
the completion and approval of the NSP; 
development and approval of regional, 
district and local spatial plans; approxi-
mation of legislation and establishment 
of hierarchy, coherence, and the need to 
correlate strategies, programs and devel-
opment plans with territorial elements to 
ensure sustainable, consistent, and cohe-
sive development.

Local and regional development plays a 
major role in promoting economic growth 
in less developed regions in Moldova. Mol-
dova’s regional development principles 
have been tested over many years and 
have been adjusted several times, in order 
to provide functionality to the domain and 
a broad set of policies to respond to all 
social, economic and environmental chal-
lenges. The success of regional develop-
ment policy in Moldova is largely founded 
and supported by: partnership with the 
European Union (EU), careful planning of 
policies in the field, what we can refer to as 
good governance. Good governance in this 
sense is one of the main elements of a poli-
cy aiming at improving territorial cohesion 
and ensuring the existence of appropriate 
administrative and institutional capacity.

An important, if not the most important, 
element for the good governance is the 
administrative capacity. It is a prerequisite 
for good governance at the local level, but 
it is not sufficient, since administrative ca-
pacity must be subordinated to those who 
have received the mandate to represent 
the interests of the community. Thus, in 

order for the decentralization and local au-
tonomy to work for the citizens, there must 
be a guarantee of good local governance, 
which would imply:

Leadership or the ability to propose •	
a vision shared by a large number of 
followers in the local community, able 
to motivate, mobilize and channel the 
creative energies of citizens;

Democratic participation;•	

Transparency and financial perfor-•	
mance;

Social responsibility.•	

Unlike administrative capacity, which de-
pends on the level and quality of public 
administration staff training, good gover-
nance also depends on the quality of the 
people who form the community and the 
way they are involved in solving local prob-
lems.

The quality of local governance in Moldova 
is characterized by its five dimensions:

a. the extent to which local authorities in-
form the community about their activi-
ties;

b. the extent to which local authorities 
provide consultation and participation 
of stakeholders in decision-making;

c. the extent to which the fairness and 
transparency of public funds manage-
ment is ensured at the local authority 
level;

d. the extent to which the integrity of 
local public administration staff is en-
sured;

e. the extent of local authorities’ concern 
for citizen satisfaction with the quality 
of public services.

The solution to problems faced by the 
regions of Moldova requires good gover-
nance at the local level planned globally 
and acted locally. Or, regional development 
is a process that requires effective and ef-
ficient institutions, as well as close coopera-
tion between public authorities, businesses 
and social groups at all levels. It would be 
wrong to imagine that Moldova can find 
solutions to existing problems by acting 
alone, which is why the dialogue with EU 
member states in this segment of regional 
development is important to have good 
governance at all levels of administration.

Veronica  
Butnaru, 
MA, senior university 
lecturer, Public  
Administration 
Academy

Veaceslav 
Bulat, 
Director, Urban  
Development  
Institute
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Mr. Tudor Mesina, excuse my tautology, 
but to “begin with the beginning”, could 
you please explain in simple terms and 
concepts for the layman to understand, 
what a Regional Development Agency 
(RDA) means, what it deals with and what 
its mission and role are?

Regional Development began for me in 
2008, when I was the president of the As-
sociation of Mayors of Ialoveni district and 
was appointed member of the Regional 
Development Council Centre (RDC Cen-
tre). This position somehow facilitated my 
understanding of the legal framework on 
regional development and hence helped 
me take the first steps in the implementa-
tion of this policy. Later, in 2009, the three 
public institutions were established as 
structures of implementation of regional 
development policies, i.e. the Regional 
Development Agencies North, Center and 
South.

If we talk about the specific case of the Re-
gional Development Agency Centre (RDA 
Centre), then we can say it is a public, non-
commercial institution subordinated to 
the Ministry of Regional Development and 
Constructions (MRDC), which is the author-
ity responsible for regional development in 
Moldova. The RDA Centre was established 

mainly to ensure the implementation of 
the Regional Development Strategy in the 
Centre Development Region. The mission 
of the RDA Centre is to ensure the overall 
development of the region by implement-
ing development priorities from both 
funding sources dedicated to regional 
development – the National Fund for Re-
gional Development (NFRD) – and from 
the complementary internal and external 
sources.

You manage an institution, which, by 
itself, can be characterized as a kind of 
bridge between ordinary people and the 
local community - which are the final 
beneficiaries of the implemented projects 
- and central institutions of the state. How 
do you see things and problems of ordi-
nary people from out there in the field and 
what do you think are the most important 
steps to take to make progress in reforms 
related to regional development?

Responsibility for local development rests 
to a great extent with the Local Public Ad-
ministration Authorities (LPA). However, 
the center RDA develops sustainable and 
successful partnerships with Level I and 
II LPAs, supporting and assisting the LPAs 
in drafting development project propos-
als, which are subsequently approved by 

the National Council for Coordination of 
Regional Development (NCCRD). Also the 
RDA Centre assists and advises LPAs in the 
implementation and monitoring of proj-
ects, helping in the solution of problems 
and needs of the settlements in the Center 
Development Region.

Each field of activity has its challenges. 
The RDA Centre is not an exception in this 
case. So the question is what are the chal-
lenges for a Regional Development Agen-
cy and specifically, to the one run by you 
and your actions to overcome them?

One of the major challenges for RDAs, 
at least for the RDA Centre, is the flow of 
skilled personnel within the institution. 
There are many reasons for this, including 
low wages and poor working conditions. 
However, the RDA Centre has always tried 
to create favorable working conditions, 
particularly through the provision of ad-
vanced technologies - computers, Internet 
network access, mobile phones - to provide 
advice and training to employees in the 
early stage of their employment, to give 
them support in learning foreign languag-
es, courses that are otherwise financially 
supported by the German Development 
Cooperation through GIZ (GIZ). Mean-
while, the managers of the RDA Centre 
put particular emphasis on facilitating the 
participation of its employees in various 
actions and related projects, or through 
the organization, in partnership with insti-
tutions in the country and abroad, of study 
visits related to regional development.

During the last about 25 years, Moldova 
has received support from international 
development cooperation partners. What 
is the relationship and cooperation of 
RDA Centre with the institutions and the 
international development partners? 

The fact that the RDA Centre is proximate 
to Chisinau is an advantage, both for de-
velopment of international partnerships 
and for getting assistance and support. In 
a way, we are privileged, but that does not 
mean we have to go to sleep, do nothing, 
waiting for others to solve our problems. 

Tudor Mesina,
director of Regional Development Agency Centre
Tudor Mesina was born on August 22, 1963, in the village Rusestii Noi, Ialoveni. 
In 1986 he graduated from the Agricultural University in Chisinau, Moldova. In 
1999 he was elected mayor of Rusestii Noi and subsequently re-elected twice 
consecutively. In 2010, he was appointed Director of Center Regional Develop-
ment Agency, an institution under the Ministry of Regional Development and 
Constructions of the Republic of Moldova. He is married, and has 2 children.
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It is an advantage we should explore, and 
this is what we do.

Since the beginning of our activity, the RDA 
Centre has received advisory support for 
its institutional process, as well as technical 
and financial assistance of about 750 thou-
sand lei from the UK Government through 
DFID. Also since 2012 the German govern-
ment through the German Development 
Cooperation through GIZ has given us 
advice, technical assistance and financial 
support by implementing two investment 
projects with a budget of about 5 million. 
Euro. In 2015 we receive financial support 
of about 500 thousand US dollars for an 
investment project in Telenesti, through a 
USAID program. It should be mentioned 
here that these partnerships have been 
developed with the Ministry of Regional 
Development and Construction.

At the same time, the RDA Centre has 
signed similar cooperation agreements 
with its counterparts in countries such as 
Romania, Poland, Slovakia, Estonia and 
other countries. All these collaboration 
agreements aim at building collaboration 
and partnerships through study visits, par-
ticipation in forums and conferences.

During the last two years two projects have 
been implemented with international part-
ners through the programs of the Coun-
cil of Europe: a) The Polish Government 
through the Euroregion BUG Association 

has provided support for RDA  Centre and 
LPA Level I and II for a study visit to Lublin 
city, Poland; b) the RDA Centre in partner-
ship with the Regional Development Agen-
cy Senic-Pezinok in Slovakia through the 
project “Capacity building for integrated 
urban planning in a regional context” are 
implementing a project amounting to 110 
thousand Euros, beneficiaries of which are 
LPA from 12 cities in the CDR. This project 
aims to develop capacities of the CDR in 
integrated urban planning, the roles of the 
cities in regional development and sharing 
of experiences and best practices among 
similar cities in Moldova and Slovakia.

… What about the collaboration with the 
local public administration authorities 
(LPA)?

The RDA Centre provides support and tech-
nical assistance to Ist and IInd level LPA in 
applying for financing from the NFRD and 
other programs. In the 
process of implementa-
tion of projects there 
are collaboration agree-
ments and partnerships 
developed between LPAs 
and the RDA Centre with 
assignment of responsi-
bilities for implementa-
tion of projects.

By the way, what invest-
ments or investment 
projects have you man-
aged to attract in recent 
years?

During the last three 
years the RDA Centre has 
received 99 project con-
cepts from Ist and IInd 
level LPAs. 49 of these 
were accepted into the Regional Opera-
tions Program 2013-2015 and approved by 
the Regional Development Council (Centre 
RDC Centre). In the process of implemen-
tation in the given period, 28 projects in 
the region were approved in the Single 

Document Program 2013-2015, including 
three projects in energy efficiency (EE) and 
Solid Waste Management (SWM) funded 
by the German Development Cooperation 
through GIZ (GIZ).

Since 2013 the Central Development Re-
gion has implemented 17 projects, through 
which 200 million lei have been used. Of 
these, 47 million lei have been accessed 
from foreign assistance programs.

There are increasingly more discussions 
about assigning greater autonomy for 
RDAs. What is your vision of a director of 
the Agency in this regard?

The practice of similar institutions in other 
countries shows that after a period of time 
from their establishment, these institu-
tions become self-managed. Implemen-
tation of regional development policy 
through RDAs has confirmed that there 
are real and tangible results. Also, Moldo-

van RDAs showed they enjoyed credibility 
among the civil society, the private sector, 
local and central public administration, 
and, not least, the internal and external 
development partners. This demonstrates 
that the institutions are viable and have 
the ability to create various types of part-
nerships.

If you were to list the priorities for the RDA 
Centre for 2015, what would they be?

The priorities for the current year are as 
specified in the National Regional Devel-
opment Strategy 2013-2015 and the strat-
egy of the CDR, including: rehabilitation of 
physical infrastructure in the areas of inter-
vention, construction and rehabilitation of 
roads, development of water supply and 
sanitation systems, energy efficiency of 
public buildings based on assessment of 
needs in the CDR, confirmed by calls 1 and 
2 for project proposals. Some of the listed 
areas imply creation of public services for 
a sustainable exploitation of developed 
infrastructure, which requires major activi-
ties and assistance to LPAs participating in 
the creation of these services.
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International Cooperation  
in Regional Development Projects

Glossary of Regional  
Development Explained

Diversification of financial 
instruments in regional 
development is a strong 
wish of the Ministry of Re-
gional Development and 
Construction of Moldova 
(MRDC). Thus, attracting 
of external funding for 
regional development 
projects has yielded re-
sults through an addi-
tional budgetary support 
available in the National 
Fund for Regional Devel-
opment (NFRD) from the 
Government of Great Brit-
ain, Germany, Sweden, 
Romania, Austria, Czech 
Republic, Poland, Slova-
kia, the United States (US) 

and European Union (EU).

One of the major internal and external policy 
objectives of Moldova is European integra-
tion. In this regard there has been a qualita-
tive advancement of relations with the EU 
and adoption of concrete measures in this 
direction that have generated positive re-
sults for the MRDC.

The results and the current actions in rela-
tions between the EU and Moldova in re-
gional development include: visit of the 
European Commissioner for Regional Policy 
and launch of the dialogue with Moldova 
on regional development policy; participa-
tion of MRDC representatives with thematic 
presentations on Open Days - European 
Week of Regions and Cities which brings to-
gether about 6000 participants from local, 
regional and national public administration 
authorities, experts and stakeholders at EU 

level; approval and launch of the EU Twin-
ning project for capacity building in region-
al development in Moldova; launch of pilot 
projects for regional development within 
the Eastern Partnership program; signing 
and implementation of the EU Strategy for 
the Danube Region (EUSDR) and others. 
The European Union is a continuous source 
of inspiration to our country, so bilaterally 
there have been various partnerships initi-
ated with similar institutions in EU member 
states in order to strengthen and develop 
cooperation and to implement joint proj-
ects. To identify new opportunities, the 
MRDC representatives have made study 
visits to Romania, the Czech Republic, Po-
land, Great Britain, Belgium, Luxembourg, 
Germany, Italy, Spain, Latvia, Estonia and 
Slovakia.

Among the strategic partners of the MRDC, 
we should mention here the joint financial 
partnership between the Government of 
Germany, Sweden, Romania, the EU and re-
cently the Swiss Government under the proj-
ect “Modernization of local public services in 
the RM” implemented by the German Devel-
opment Cooperation through GIZ.

Also, since 2010, the MRDC has received in-
stitutional support in regional development 
from the colleagues from the Ministry of De-
velopment and Infrastructure of Poland, un-
der a Memorandum of Understanding.

An absolutely unique experience was the or-
ganization and hosting in 2014 of the fourth 
edition of the International Cooperative 
Conference under the cycle of conferences 
“Overcoming Regional Disparities”. The event 
was an effective communication platform for 
countries with regional disparities to learn 

the experience and the best practice of EU 
member states.

The conference was an opportunity for 
Moldova to launch new dialogues for co-
operation with foreign partners, to have the 
chance to turn challenges into opportuni-
ties. The conference was attended by official 
delegations from 20 countries led by minis-
ters and deputy ministers responsible for the 
implementation of regional policy.

A successful project is the Information Cen-
ter for the LPA funded under a joint Polish-
American initiative. The goal of this project 
is to strengthen local democracy in Moldova, 
by involving citizens, local authorities and 
local leaders in collaborative partnerships, 
including international ones. The center pro-
vides comprehensive advice on the commu-
nity development and know-how on the full 
advantage of the financial opportunities to 
which Moldova is eligible.

The objective of the project is development 
of the significance of partnerships in the 
coming period, which will aim at strength-
ening transnational, interregional and cross-
border cooperation with the EU Member 
States and with the countries acceding to or 
located at the borders of Member State, from 
which Moldova has much to learn.

The successes of international cooperation 
are the result of joint efforts, and the major 
success in sharing experiences with col-
leagues from other institutions nationally 
and internationally. In the future the Ministry 
of Regional Development and Construction 
aims to achieve new heights in the interna-
tional institutional cooperation, including by 
financing specific projects related to regional 
development and construction.

In the context of cross-border cooperation, using the finan-
cial package of the European Neighborhood and Partner-
ship Instrument, local authorities in Moldova have access to 
cross-border and transnational programs. To qualify for these 
programs, the institutions of the country have to develop 
and submit project concepts contributing to regional devel-
opment, among other things. The evaluation criteria for the 
proposals include:

1. Relevance: A cross-border project, in addition to clearly 
defining the objectives and detailing how the existing prob-
lems will be solved, will mention the benefits to the target 
groups identified and quantified in advance. The project will 
also describe the impact of actions planned for the entire eli-
gible program area. Respectively, the role and the manner of 
involvement of institutions, authorities both from the Repub-

lic of Moldova and the partner countries will be explained. 
In this regard, it is recommended to refer to national and in-
ternational legal and strategy provisions, including program 
priorities.

2. Sustainability (in some application forms - durability): 
Given the tendency of efficient use of available resources, 
it is important that the impact of cross-border project goes 
beyond project completion. Attaching a post-implementa-
tion action plan or strategy will demonstrate sustainability. 
Recommendations: detail the aspects related to communi-
cation with target groups after implementation; how the 
institutional framework created through the project will 
be supported, to ensure the continuation of its operation; 
or identify a body that would take over and continue the 
action.

Svetlana Andries, 
head of International 
Relations and Invest-

ments Department, 
Ministry of Regional 

Development  
and Construction

Oxana Paierele, 
deputy head of the 

Department for Inter-
national Relations and 

Investments, Ministry of 
Regional Development 

and Construction
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Partnerships and International Cooperation

Beekeepers in the North of the Country Will Have 
Better Conditions to Develop their Business

The Activities under the  
“Danube Connects” Project Have Started

Over 100 beekeepers in the North Devel-
opment Region (NDR) will benefit from 
better conditions to develop their busi-
nesses. This objective will be achieved 
through the project “Creating integrated 
sustainable development of the beekeep-
ing sector in the North Development Re-
gion of Moldova”, launched on 12 June 
2015 by the North Regional Development 
Agency (North RDA) in partnership with 
the Ministry of Regional Development 
and Constructions (MRDC) and funded 
through Romanian Official Development 
Assistance.

The project objective is to create an inte-
grated system of sustainable development of the 
beekeeping sector in the NDR by developing a 
system of procurement, storage, processing and 
packaging of bee products regionally. The launch 
event was attended by Mr. Vasile Bitca, Minister 
of Regional Development and Constructions, H.E. 
Marius Lazurca, the Ambassador of Romania to 
Moldova, local authorities and beekeepers in the 
country’s NDR.

Vasile Bitca, Minister of Regional Development 
and Construction: “The launched project will cre-
ate and improve services for storing, processing 
and packaging bee products, which will obvious-

ly be reflected on the quality of the final product 
- honey. We hope that the successful implemen-
tation of the project will allow replication in the 
other developing regions of the country.”

Marius Lazurca, Romanian Ambassador to Mol-
dova: “The MRDC is an active partner which, over 
several years, demonstrated accountability and 
openness. The project in question is the result of 
active collaboration with our partners, in particu-
lar those from the NDR, who showed initiative in 
this direction.”

During the project launch event, Valentina Ce-
botari, a researcher at the Institute of Zoology of 
the Academy of Sciences and Vice President of 

the National Beekeepers Association in Moldova, 
mentioned the importance of beekeeping sector 
in Moldova.

Also during the event, a memorandum of un-
derstanding was signed between the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, on the one hand, and the MRDC, 
represented by RDA North and Edinet District 
Council, on the other hand, ensuring coopera-
tion of the parties in the implementation of the 
project for sustainable development of the bee-
keeping sector in the north.

The list of planned project activities includes: es-
tablishment of a center of procurement, storage, 
processing, packaging and batching of bee prod-
ucts at the regional level; building the capacity 
of 100 local beekeepers for the use of programs 
for implementation of international standards of 
quality and food safety in 10 seminars and study 
visits organized during the passive period of the 
beekeeping season. An information campaign 
on healthy lifestyle by eating honey will also be 
organized, to help promote the bee products so 
as to diversify income generation and strengthen 
human health.

The total project amount is EUR 157.4 thousand, 
provided through Romanian Official Develop-
ment Assistance, for a total implementation pe-
riod of 18 months.

In April 2015 the Ministry of Regional Develop-
ment and Construction (MRDC) launched the 
“Danube connects” project. The project is imple-
mented with financial support of the Austrian 
Development Agency (ADA) and will have a total 
value of approximately 480 thousand Euros and 
an implementation period of three years.

The project aims to provide capacity building 
for coordination and promotion of the European 
Union Strategy for the Danube Region (EUSDR) 
in Moldova, including cross-border and transna-
tional programs. The planned actions will create 
the necessary conditions for the initiation of new 
development partnerships and will boost Mol-
dova’s participation in the European Union (EU) 
programs.

Martin Ledolter, Director General of ADA: “This 
initiative will contribute to greater openness for 
Moldova of the opportunities the EUSDR can pro-
vide to participating countries, given the fact that 
Priority Axis 9 “Investing in people and skills” is co-
ordinated jointly by Austria and Moldova.”

The project beneficiaries are central public ad-
ministration authorities, coordinators of EUSDR 
priorities at the national levels and of cross-border 

and transnational cooperation programs; benefi-
ciaries and partners of grants in cross-border and 
transnational cooperation programs 2007-2013; 
as well as potential applicants within cross-bor-
der cooperation programs 2014-2020.

On 21 May 2015, the State Chancellery of the Re-
public of Moldova in partnership with the MRDC 
and the ADA held the first working meeting of 
the project. This was aimed at providing national 
consultations on the first draft of the Joint Op-
erational Program Romania - Moldova 2014-2020 
and the Environmental Impact Assessment in the 
context of this program. Gerhard Schaumberger, 
head of the ADA Office in Moldova, said that our 
country would enjoy full support from Austria in 
the implementation of the Joint Operational Pro-
gram Romania - Moldova 2014-2020.

“This program aims at exploring the 
opportunities for development of 
cross-border projects. Austria was in 
the same situation as Moldova in the 
early 90s, when it received support 
from the neighboring countries - Italy 
and Germany – to meet the condi-
tions for joining the EU,” said Gerhard 
Schaumberger.

Initiation of this project coincides with 
a very important period for the entire 
Europe, during which new develop-
ment programs are being prepared 
for launch for the years 2014-2020. Ac-
cordingly, it will be possible to provide 
synergy between the implementation 

of the EU Strategy for the Danube Re-
gion (to which Moldova is a party) and the future 
transnational program for the Danube Region.

The European Union Strategy for the Danube 
Region (EUSDR) is a policy initiative of Romania 
and Austria, involving fourteen countries: nine EU 
Member States (Austria, Romania, Bulgaria, Croa-
tia, Germany - federal level and Länder of Bavaria 
and Baden- Württemberg, Slovakia, Slovenia, Hun-
gary) and five non-EU countries (Serbia, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Montenegro, Moldova and Ukraine). 
Among the 11 priorities of the Strategy, Moldova 
coordinates along with Austria - Priority 9, which 
refers to ‘Investing in people and skills “. However, 
the project will provide the necessary support to 
promote all priorities: renewable energy, culture 
and tourism, transport, environment and security.
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Success Stories

A Healthy Mind in a Healthy Body
My trip from Chisinau to Causeni lasted a bit 
more than an hour. In Causeni, I parked in front 
of a huge building, which was the actual pur-
pose of me coming to Causeni. It was the Sports 
Complex, recently converted into Causeni 
Sports School. A brand-new building, built from 
scratch, having 5 sports halls and an area of over 
4500 square meters. Construction of Causeni 
Sports Complex began in December 2010 and 
the official launch took place on 22 November 
2013. The total cost amounted to 43.6 million, 
the money being allocated from the National 
Fund for Regional Development (32.3 million 
lei) and the District Council of Causeni (11.3 mil-
lion lei). The building is connected to all utility 
networks - water supply, gas pipeline, sewer-
age, electricity.

Multifunctional building
The first person I met in Causeni was, as we previ-
ously agreed, the director of this Complex, Grigore 
Covalenco. He greeted me, introduced the team 
he was working with and we went on a walk to ex-
plore this Complex, which he claimed, “was unique 
in Moldova, providing 12 types of sports.” The first 
destination is the gym, which is equipped with the 
best modern facilities. In the gym hall, the coach 
was training a group of boys and girls, who were 
working hard. From his words I find out that about 
25 people attend the gym monthly. “I don’t know 
whether it is a lot or little. What is important is that 
new people come every month and want to do 
sport to keep their good shape.”

Then we went to the “Large Hall”, as people call the 
room with a capacity to host 300 people used for 
the team games: football, basketball, volleyball, ten-
nis and handball. “Everything works perfectly, like a 
watch’. Grigore Covalenco tells me. He’s right, every-
thing looks clean and spotless: chairs, sports equip-
ment, locker rooms and showers. “In the evening 
after 18.00 this room is rented to those who want to 
play team games. For example, employees of the cus-
toms service come here three times a week, pay for 
the rent and play volleyball. We have a group of elec-
tricians who also play volleyball in the evenings”, the 
director of the Complex says. The money collected is 
used for paying the bills for electricity, gas or water.

We go to the chess room, equipped with “trans-
former” tables and chairs, which can take the form 
of simple tables when necessary, the room thus 
turning into a place where conferences and semi-
nars can be held. “Such project must have its use-
fulness, otherwise it is pointless,” says Mr. Grigore. 
We take a walk through the other rooms: gyms, 
dance, saunas, pool and ... hotel, where athletes 
from other districts stay when they come to com-
petitions in Causeni.

We can already see the successes
It seems that the director of the Complex intention-
ally left the great surprise for the end of our visit. 
The wrestling room... We are approaching a door 
behind which a child voice can be heard: “Warm up 
the ankles, the hands. Get up, make a circle ... Be 
careful, ok, abdomen, ten times.” I’m coming in. A 
group of children aged between 5 and 8 years in 
the full workout. I approach a gentleman who in-
troduces himself: “Vladimir Iurco, wrestling coach” 
– a very respected person in the world of sports in 
the country, by the way. Mr. Grigore asks Vladimir 
Iurco to take care of me and leaves, because “he is 
busy,” but promises me that “He will come back to 
say goodbye.”

While children continue their training, Vladimir 
Iurco tells me that “most of them come from nearby 
villages and train here, because the Sports Complex 
makes available all conveniences for their training, 
allowing them to show good results at national 
and international levels”. “Mr. Iurco”, as he is called 
by children, was mayor in Ucrainca, a village in 
Causeni, but for him, “sport means an entire life. The 
most beautiful thing is to see the fruit of your work 
with the children, who are our future. Of course, it’s 
hard to work with them, these are children, but the 
satisfaction you feel when you see them come back 
home with medals and cups from competitions is 
priceless and erases all the hardships that we had 
to pass through in just a moment.”

In just a year and a half, since it opened its doors to 
visitors, the Sports School in Causeni has already 
provided award winners at national and European 
championships. Only in the last six months of this 
year, 17 athletes became champions of Moldova 
in three sports events: kickboxing, sports orienta-
tion and wrestling, and 31 athletes from the Sports 
School in Causeni are members of national teams 
in various sports disciplines. One of them is Dana 
Panis, who has recently become the country’s 
champion in wrestling. In August, Dana will rep-
resent Moldova at the European Championship, 
which will take place in Belgrade, Serbia. “You see 
that little boy in the corner, who trains alone, Dana’s 
brother. I am sure he will go far, even farther than 
his sister. Come again and visit us in two - three 
years and you will see it,” Mr. Iurco tells me smiling. 
I approach him and ask him to take a break. Mihai 
Panis, as the boy name is, has been training for a 
year. He comes from Carnateni, a village located 5 
km from Causeni town. He comes here by minibus 
three times a week. His love for sports is inspired 
by his sister, Dana. “First I asked some friends who 
were coming here, then I came once, then for a sec-
ond time and I just loved it. I participated in district 
competitions, where I took second and third place. 
In the future I want to get the best for it but I have 
to practice more,” Mihai says.

Sports and performance in these areas depend in 
many cases on the training. When there is a lot of 
training, the results are seen very soon. 

The Culture of Sports in Causeni 
The culture of sports has slowly come to live in 
Causeni district and this is largely due to the Sports 
Complex built in the town. Grigore Covalenco tells 
us that in just almost two years since the sports 
complex has been put into operation “it is seen 

how the culture of Causeni residents has been 
changing. While in the past everyone went to the 
bar, to relatives or picnics, now many people come 
to train and do sports. I know many people to 
whom visiting our Complex has become a habit”.

Mr. Iurco argues that “the Sports Complex has 
taken a lot of children from the streets. Now they 
come here, train, and parents feel confident as 
they know where their children are... We take care 
of them ... Some are brought here by parents from 
the kindergarten for two hours of practice, after 
which the parents take them back to the kinder-
garten. Children learn quickly, they like it and they 
make new friends here. “

The nearly two hours I spent with the children 
seemed to last just a moment. Mr. Iurco announces 
that the exercise is over. The children go to shower 
cabins. On the corridor I meet some parents who 
came to take their children. I approach a woman 
holding a child in her arms and start conversation 
with her. She tells me she has a son who has just 
finished training. Tatiana Flocea brings her child 
to the Sports complex, “primarily because here he 
leaves all the energy that builds up, and when he 
returns home he is much quieter and we can quiet-
ly do the homework. Secondly, the child develops 
physically, it can be seen clearly how his muscles 
grow, and thirdly he feels much freer and healthier. 
In the future sport may even become his profes-
sion, why not? “

There Are Challenges, and  
It Is Important to Overcome Them 
Mr. Grigore, the director, came to tell me good buy, 
just as he had promised. I am a person who does 
not really believe in ideal things. Thus, I take the 
risk and ask him if they have any problems, just any. 
Without thinking too much, he answers “of course 
there are problems, it is too hot in the Complex in 
the summer, but ...” he seems optimistic, “I’m sure 
we will solve this problem over time. We are think-
ing about installing an air conditioning system. 
We now try to identify some resources for this ... 
Instead in the winter there is no shortage of heat, 
the whole Complex is heated. We have two heat 
stations, one working on gas and another one on 
biomass. Of course, the one with gas is more effi-
cient, more powerful, but the advantage is that we 
have an alternative.”

On the way to Chisinau I think of the stories told 
by the people I met and I wonder what if there was 
a sports complex like the one in Causeni in each 
district of Moldova? I do not have an answer to this 
question, but I am sure that their existence would 
help us grow a both physically and spiritually 
healthier generation.


