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Regional Development

During 15 March -3 May 2016, 
the center, north and south 
local public authorities level I 
and II, including ATU Gagauz-
ia, submitted project concept 
notes to be � nanced from the 
National Fund for Regional 
Development (NFRD) during 
the years 2017-2020, aimed 
at improving the living con-
ditions of citizens and estab-
lishing quality services in lo-
calities.
The call launched by the Ministry 
of Regional Development and Con-
struction (MRDC) was organised in 
accordance with the Law no. 438 of 
28 December 2006 on regional de-
velopment in Moldova and aims to 
ensure development of economy in 
the regions, development of the re-
gional and local infrastructure and 
modernization of local public serv-
ices throughout the country.

In this context, the Regional Develop-
ment Agencies (RDAs) provided de-
tailed information to local authorities 
to ensure active participation in this 
contest, organised training sessions 
on the main directions of � nancing, 
conditions for participation in the 
contest, deadline for submission of 
project concepts and the timeframe 
of the contest.
The whole process of project selec-
tion will last � ve months. The projects 

should cover the following 
areas: regional and local 
roads infrastructure, wa-
ter supply and sanitation, 
solid waste management, 
business infrastructure 
development, enhancing 
tourism attractiveness and 
energy e�  ciency in public 
buildings.

The central authorities have 
set general rules for the con-
test. These rules are found in 
the user guidelines, which 
can be accessed on the MRDC 
and RDAs websites and in-
clude eligible and ineligible 
costs (works, which will not 
be funded from NFRD). It it is 
to be noted that the guide-
lines also list the ineligible 
costs. Thus, the authorities 
should be aware that if dur-

ing project implementation addition-
al works besides those provided for in 
the technical project emerge, these 
works will not be � nanced from NFRD.

Until the end of March 2016, local 
public authorities level I and II partici-
pated in training workshops, where 
the conditions and criteria for project 
evaluation were explained in detail.

A new call of proposals 
for regional development projects 
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Main theme

Implementation of regional development 
projects on energy e�  ciency

Energy e�  ciency is a very 
broad term, involving a 
number of methods by which 
the same bene� t can be ac-
quired using less energy. The 
area covers the buildings 
(including the public ones), 
street lighting, energy saving 
light bulbs, better insulation 
of homes and public build-
ings and a range of other 
technologies. During 2011-
2015, through NFRD and 
with the � nancial support of 
development partners - the 
Government of Germany 
through the ‘Modernization 
of Local Public Services in the 
Republic of Moldova’ (MLPS) 
project, implemented by the 
German Development Coop-
eration through GIZ – two en-
ergy e�  ciency projects were implemented:

1. E�  cient street lighting in 6 villages in 
Tatarauca Veche commune, Soroca ray-
on. The bene� ciaries of this project were 
approximately 2.200 inhabitants of 6 vil-
lages in Tatarauca Veche commune. The to-
tal amount of the project was MDL 800.000, 
provided by the German Government 
through the MLPS project. The duration of 
the project was 1 year (2012).

The main activities and results of the 
project: 

Support in the formal and operational es-• 
tablishment of the service provider;

Installation of a public lighting energy ef-• 
� cient system in the 6 localities: 23 km of 
road lighting;

Carrying out of public awareness cam-• 
paigns among citizens on the use of pub-
lic lighting service;

Initiation of inter-municipal coopera-• 
tion for joint provision of public lighting 
service;

Support in the update of the Rayon Strat-• 
egy for Socio-Economic Development, 
Chapter on energy e�  ciency in public 
buildings, etc.

Ion Bodrug, Director of Regional Develop-
ment Agency North (RDA): ‘This pilot project 
implemented with GIZ support has a regional 
impact, as it brings together several commu-
nities. We hope that other localities will learn 
from Tatarauca Veche experience both in 
terms of street lighting, sound management 
of public funds and of public services’.

2. Increasing energy e�  -
ciency in several buildings 
of Orhei Regional Hospi-
tal through the ‘Increasing 
energy e�  ciency in Orhei 
Regional Hospital’ project 
implemented by RDA Centre, 
with the support of the Ger-
man Government through 
the ‘Modernization of Local 
Public Services in Moldova’ 
(MLPS) project, implemented 
by the German Development 
Cooperation through GIZ. The 
project duration is 4 years 

(January 2012 - Decem-
ber 2016), and its budget 
is MDL 16.9 million.

The project bene� ciar-
ies are residents of Orhei 
rayon (and not only), the 
number of which, accord-
ing to statistics, amounts 
to over 125 thousand 
people. The project aims 
at increasing energy e�  -
ciency in Orhei Regional 
Hospital, while its main 
objectives and activities 
are: 

Replacing windows and • 
exterior doors of the peri-
natal centre;

Installation of a smart • 
energy consumption 

monitoring system;

Renovation of the water supply and sew-• 
erage system of the pediatric block;

Installation of energy e�  cient windows • 
to the therapeutic block;

Insulation of exterior walls of the • 
therapeutic block;

Reconstruction of external heat-• 
ing network, installation of individual 
substations;

Solar system for preparing of hot • 
water for hospital needs, etc.

Eduard Ungureanu, RDA Centre inter-
im director: ‘From the very beginning, 
this project was nominated as the best 
project of energy e�  ciency in the pub-
lic sector. The Orhei Regional Hospital 

has managed to become a model of energy 
e�  ciency for all public buildings across the 
country. Besides the important savings an-
nually made, the hospital has become more 
attractive for patients from other rayons, such 
as Soldanesti, Rezina and Telenesti. While the 
hospital is called a rayon one, the project has 
a regional impact.
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Opinions

Development does not always mean growth, but it always involves 
change. Regional development remains a goal for the Republic of 
Moldova which aims to boost and diversify economic activities, 
contribute to a decrease of unemployment rate and ensure citizens’ 
wellfare.

Today the mandate of local public administration authority (LPA) 
becomes more complex and it means a responsibility that needs to 
be taken. Equally, the responsibility for ensuring e� ective regional 
development, also, needs to be shared. Thus, strengthening � nan-
cial, institutional and human opportunities for socio-economic 
development of regions is an assumed and shared goal of LPAs re-
sponsible for regional development in the Republic of Moldova.

The e�  cient achievement of this goal involves application of the 
principle of cooperation between central and local authorities. The 
collaboration is to be accomplished by supporting the activity of 
local authorities oriented towards socio-economic development of 
localities and coordination of their interaction with national, sector 
and regional development strategies and programs.

In this regard, the Ministry of Regional Development and Construc-
tion (MRDC), as well as, the Regional Development Agencies (RDAs) 
provide informational, methodological and advisory support to lo-
cal public administration authorities for a balanced and sustainable 
development of the regions.

A very important point in the improvement of regional develop-
ment process is making use of institutional dialogue principle , 
which implies that LPAs are informed and advised by the state, in 

a timely manner, in regard to planning and de-
cision making,, through their associative struc-
tures, on any issues that a� ect them directly or 
are related to the regional development process. 
LPAs should, nevertheless, mobilize relevant ac-
tors from the community, so as they ensure in-
tegrated and sustainable development of the 
region.
The main factor in the process of cooperation and 
collaboration is the principle of LPAs’ account-
ability, which entails the obligation to achieve 
minimum quality standards established by law in 
provision of public services they are responsible 
for, in order to improve the living standards of 
the citizens. Moreover, for the ensuring of good 
governance it is essential that all authorities in-
volved in regional development follow the prin-
ciple of responsibility. 
For instance, inter-municipal cooperation is a fairly advantageous 
way for local authorities nowadays. The inter-municipal approach 
facilitates the solidarity needed to support the new changes. Thus, 
regional development can be enhanced by inter-municipal coop-
eration as an instrument to promote and ensure sustainability.
The culture of collaboration between various central, regional and 
local players has to be promoted and secured at all levels. Both com-
munity and regional development must translate into voluntary 
changes made in, through and for the community and the region.

Svetlana Rata,
senior university 
lecturer, 
Academy 
of Public 
Administration

Regional development and local public adminis-
tration: collaborations and new perspectives

Collaboration and accountability – 
partner principles in regional development

The collaboration between the Ministry of 
Regional Development and Construction 
(MRDC) and local public administration 
authorities (LPA) has be a continuous one, 
because only through cooperation and col-
laboration problems and needs emerging 
in the regions can be identi� ed. The very 
notion of regional development is de� ned 
as a coordinated activity of central and local 
public administration authorities, of local 
communities and NGOs, oriented towards 
planning and implementation of a balanced 
regional socio-economic development, di-
rectly supporting the socio-economic de-
velopment of disadvantaged areas.

Since the Regional Development Agencies 
(RDAs) are public institutions subordinated 
to MRDC, they must collaborate with both 
levels LPAs to collect project proposals for 
implementation of the National Strategy 
for Regional Development (NSRD), of the 
operational plan and regional development 
projects to meet the needs and require-
ments of citizens. Only through collabora-
tion between the MRDC, RDAs and LPAs, fu-
ture bene� ciaries of regional development 
projects can be trained and engaged. Here 
we can refer to: the procedure for submit-

ting concept notes, complete funding ap-
plications, the full project, in order to be 
later � nanced by the National Fund for Re-
gional Development (NFRD).

Also, the e� ective collaboration between 
the MRDC and the Congress of Local Au-
thorities from Moldova (CALM), who signed 
a cooperation agreement is to be men-
tioned here.

What are LPAs responsibilities 
LPAs have the greatest responsibility in 
identifying the regions priorities for writ-
ing and submitting regional development 
projects. By properly identifying and draft-
ing a regional project, LPAs may be eligible 
for funding from the NFRD. At the same 
time, in the process of implementation, LPAs 
are responsible for the successful carrying 
out of project activities and achievement of 
the expected project results, participation 
in public procurement groups, continuous 
monitoring and reporting on the progress 
of these works and solving a great number 
of problems during the process. LPAs are, 
also, responsible for ensuring the sustain-
ability of implemented projects, by prepar-
ing and approving an action plan in this 

respect and reporting on 
its execution for 5 years 
after implementation.

A responsible engage-
ment in regional devel-
opment requires LPAs to 
get acquianted with the 
NSRD, Sector Regional 
Programs (SRP), cooper-
ate with the residents of 
the region and promote 
inter-municipal projects.

Procedure of infor-
ming LPAs on NFRD 
funding opportunities
LPAs are informed about 
the funding opportunities by several means. 
To get informed on the type of projects that 
can be � nanced and the procedure for ap-
plication for � nancing from the NFRD, the 
potential applicants can access MRDC of-
� cial website, RDAs online pages, or they 
can request the necessary information from 
RDAs consultants. At the same time, infor-
mation sessions are conducted in the terri-
tory during the contest period.

Ion Stratulat, 
Vice-Minister, 
Ministry of 
Regional 
Development 
and Construction
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1. You’ve been the mayor of Hincesti for 
nearly 13 years. You came to the local gov-
ernment from business. What was the real 
reason behind this step?
The � rst time I ran for mayor was 13 years 
ago, driven by the needs and aspirations of 
the residents of Hincesti. ‘Time is enough 
for those who use it’, a famous motto says, 
with which I fully agree. For, when we be-
come old, we all sit around thinking of how 
many nice things we could have done, but 
didn’t. I, on the other hand, have chosen 
to do something for the community I rep-
resent and I am being glad now for these 
achievements and not afterwards.

What were and are the biggest challenges 
the local public administrations in the Re-
public of Moldova encounter, and you spe-
ci� cally, as mayor of Hincesti?
The Moldovan society is in a process of 
change, in which all economic, social, politi-
cal and civic elements have experienced a 
new dynamic in trying to adapt to present 
conditions. A system is only functional 
when the economy achieves successes and 

to the extent it fosters the democratic spirit 
in the social mentality. In this transforma-
tion of Moldovan society, the public admin-
istration system and the need for an Euro-
pean dimension in this � eld in accordance 
with values   of this administrative space can 
not be ignored. Therefore, the optimal, ra-
tional and e�  cient organisation and func-
tioning of public administration requires 
implementation of reforms both at local 
and central levels. That is why, I believe that 
the principles of local autonomy, decentral-
ization of public services, eligibility of local 
public authorities, public consultations on 
issues of local importance, are the begin-
ning of a new stage in the development 
and organisation of local government for 
our country.

What cooperation projects do you have 
for young people and how do you con-
vince them to engage in activities and lo-
cal development?
With small, but con� dent steps, the institu-
tion I represent manages to bring its contri-
bution to the proper promotion of young 
people, as each young person can in� uence 

another and further the whole society. We 
all want to have a beautiful, balanced soci-
ety, but we all need to work on that balance 
and beauty. Young people are the basic hu-
man resource which is essential for social 
development and a driver of social change. 
Therefore, I believe it is absolutely neces-
sary for them to be involved in organising 
and conducting cultural events, festivals, 
concerts, forums, etc.

If you were to talk to someone like me who 
does not know much about your achieve-
ments and successful projects implement-
ed in Hincesti, what would you tell him?
Together with my colleagues we have 
achieved great things. Kindergartens, 
schools and the city park were repaired 
and modernized; sewerage, water supply 
systems and street lighting were extended, 
the roads were repaired and asphalted, con-
struction of dumps completed, conditions 
have been created for leisure and recreation 
of children and youth. To put it in short, we 
improved the level of life of the town, the 
quality of service provided to citizens and 
promoted the city’s image.

Alexandru Botnari was born on February 27, 1969 in Hincesti city. In 2003 he was elected as mayor of Hincesti and 
re-elected three times consecutively. On 28 September 2015, he was appointed as a vice-president of the Regional 
Development Council Center. Mr. Botnari is married and has one child.

Alexandru Botnari,
mayor of Hincesti: “… It is very important not to postpone 
for tomorrow the things you know you need to do now or, 

hide those things that should be changed today. “
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Interview 

There is a lot of discussion lately about 
decentralization reform in the Republic 
of Moldova. In your opinion, what will our 
country in general and Hincesti in particu-
lar will gain and loose as a result of such 
reform?
The relationship and cooperation between 
public authorities of di� erent levels un-
derpin the country’s development. The 
administrative-territorial system and the 
decentralization reform in the Republic of 
Moldova, the main purpose of which is to 
allow the self-governance of human socie-
ties or public services, must be subject to an 
objective assessment. In our case, transfer-
ring some functions of the central authori-
ties to local authorities should be subject to 
special legal regulations, not only re� ecting 
the will of the local authorities to deepen 
the decentralization process, but also as-
signing a new content to local autonomy.

I, also, believe that the territorial-adminis-
trative reform is a welcome one. Of course, 
the opinions in this regard are divided, even 
those representing local governments, not 
all of them embrace the idea of   territorial-
administrative reform. But, in my opinion, it 
is necessary to strengthen the LPAs level I, 
give municipalities more autonomy, more 
� nancial possibilities and then LPAs level II 
will probably disappear by themselves, as 
their role will get exhausted. For, as long as 
the ministries have descentralised services, 
it will be enough for the ministry to lead the 
branch directly, with no need for LPAs level 
II. This would encourage local economic 
operators to expand their businesses, open 
new businesses, creating a better tax base 
for local budgets, in order for some of the 
collected funds to be kept and invested 
in the territory. The local budget handling 
should aim at creating basic conditions for 
a normal life - road infrastructure, water 
supply, sewerage, lighting and the rest of 
amenities for the people to feel comfort-
able where they live.

Regional development is one of the prior-
ity areas for our country. Probably most 

citizens of the Repub-
lic of Moldova want to 
have access to quality 
water supply and sew-
erage services, an ef-
� cient waste manage-
ment system or better 
national and regional 
roads. What is the situ-
ation in Hincesti in this 
respect?
Hincesti town and its 
neighboring villages 
have bene� ted from 
sanitation and develop-
ment projects, namely 
the construction of a 
regional road with in-
frastructure, having a major impact on the 
current business environment that attracts 
potential investors. This way, we also plan 

to conclude partnership agreements for the 
construction of an industrial park.

In March, the Ministry of Regional Develop-
ment and Construction (MRDC) launched a 
new call of proposals for regional develop-
ment projects � nanced from the National 
Fund for Regional Development. As may-
or of Hincesti, did you take part in it and 
what is your collaboration with the MRDC 
in general?
The collaboration of the 
Ministry of Regional Devel-
opment and Construction 
with Hincesti city hall is very 
e� ective. We rely on the sup-
port of the Ministry of Re-
gional Development for the 
future too, both in attracting 
and implementing projects, 
and in providing support 
and consultancy related to 
the development of the city.

Could you please tell us, 
what were the most e� ec-
tive collaborations you 
had with international 
partners?

Like any other strategic objective, the 
progress requires action on di� erent di-
mensions, which, in my opinion, cannot be 
achieved without a strong and strengthened 
team and without the support and collabo-
ration with central public administration in-
stitutions and international partners. Over 
the years, the town of Hincesti bene� tted 
from the support and contribution from the 
Road Fund, the Ministry of Transport and 
Roads Infrastructure, Ministry of Regional 
Development and Construction, Ministry of 
Economy, Ministry of Environment, as well 
as, investment and support of international 
partners, such as USAID or the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development.

What are your priorities for the next three 
years as mayor of Hincesti?
The current and future results mean work, 
seriousness and fairness. And most impor-
tantly, we should not put o�  until tomor-
row the things that need to be done now 
or, hide those that need to be changed 
today. Thus, we developed a program of 
socio-economic development of Hincesti 
for the period 2016-2019 that includes so-
lutions to problems identi� ed in the city’s 
infrastructure, complete renovation of � ve 
streets, arrangements of buildings, con-
struction of social housing, reconstruction 
of summer camp, construction and land-
scaping of cultural and leisure activities, 
construction of an industrial park and crea-
tion of new jobs.

Like any other strategic objective, the 
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Commentary

Regional Development Agency – 
a catalyst of regional development

Glossary of Regional Development 

The regional development 
institutional framework is 
complex. Its membership 
includes a multitude of 
central and local adminis-
trative entities, since the 
regional development 
policy is cross-sectoral and 
makes concrete steps to 
ensure a balanced devel-
opment of development 
regions.
The Regional Develop-
ment Agency (RDA) is the 
main link at the regional 
level in the implementa-
tion of that policy because 
this institution facilitates 
and promotes the hori-

zontal and vertical dialogue and cooperation, 
commitment to serve the region and the key 
institutional stakeholders and stimulate de-
velopment, growth and prosperity thereof. 
The RDA operates in a way that would facili-
tate and engage all stakeholders in the proc-
ess of regional development (e.g. public local 
authorities, civil society organisations, private 
sector, individuals). At the same time, the 
RDA performs the strategic programming of 
socio-economic development of the region 
and competently and e�  ciently manages pro-
grams/projects � nanced from funds allocated 
for regional development.
RDAs are established in each developing re-
gion, are legal entities and work in accordance 
with regulations approved by the Ministry 
of Regional Development and Construction 
(MRDC) based on a framework regulation de-
veloped and approved by the Government 
of the Republic of Moldova. Thus, RDAs are 
basic institutions in the implementation of re-
gional development policy oriented towards 
planning and achieving of a balanced socio-
economic regional development, directly 

supporting the socio-economic development 
of disadvantaged areas through collection, 
examination and assessment of Applications 
for funding received from the applicants (local 
public authorities level I and II).

The RDAs, also, monitor and evaluate the im-
plementation of regional development strat-
egies and operate based on the sources from 
the National Fund for Regional Development 
(NFRD), donations and grants, cooperating 
with the local and central public administra-
tion authorities, similar agencies, develop-
ment partners, civil society, economic opera-
tors, universities, both from the Republic of 
Moldova and from abroad.

The basic competences of the RDAs include: 

Analyzing the socio-economic development • 
of the respective development region, draft-
ing regional development strategies, plans, 
programs and projects;

Coordinating, monitoring and evaluating • 
the implementation of the regional de-
velopment strategy, plans, programs and 
projects;

Attracting non-budgetary resources to sup-• 
port the implementation of regional devel-
opment strategies, programs and projects;

Providing information, methodological • 
and consultation support to the Regional 
Council and to local public administration 
authorities with respect to a balanced and 
sustainable development of the region;

Stimulating cooperation of the civil society in • 
the socio-economic area of the region, etc.

Since 2009, the following Regional Develop-
ment Agencies have been operating in the 
Republic of Moldova - Regional Development 
Agency North - with headquarters in Balti, 
Center – with headquarters in Ialoveni and 
South - with headquarters in Cimislia. The ac-
tivity of an RDA is coordinated by the MRDC 
and the Regional Development Council (RDC), 

which is a deliberative regional body with no 
legal personality, established to develop, coor-
dinate and monitor the regional development 
policy in the region.

The RDA aims at mobilizing the whole process 
of regional development in the region, includ-
ing all relevant strategic plans and building 
of necessary capacity. In addition, it ensures 
that the whole cycle for regional development 
projects in that development region is imple-
mented.

In this context, RDAs use the NFRD sources in 
accordance with the Law on regional devel-
opment, and other funding sources to carry 
out their activities and implement regional 
strategies and projects. The Agency initiates, 
establishes and maintains useful contacts and 
networks, possibly including collaboration 
projects for intra-regional, inter-regional and 
international collaboration which support re-
gional development.

Since their founding, the 3 agencies have imple-
mented 79 regional development projects, for 
which funds amounting to MDL 997.1 million 
have been allocated, including from the Na-
tional Fund for Regional Development (NFRD) – 
MDL 831.7 million, German Investment Fund – 
MDL 165.4 million and a number of results have 
been obtained in the following areas:

Regional and local roads infrastructure;• 

Water supply and sanitation;• 

Solid waste management;• 

Support to private sector development;• 

Increasing tourist attractiveness;• 

Energy e�  ciency.• 

At the end of 2015, by order of the MRDC, 
creation of the fourth agency was decided, 
namely the Regional Development Agency 
ATU Gagauzia, with headquarters in the city of 
Comrat. Currently, the procedure for hiring the 
director of the institution is conducted.

Contracting authority as the subject of regional de-
velopment. It is the entity responsible for conducting the 
public procurement process. The contracting authority is 
usually the entity concluding the contract on its behalf, in 
this case the Regional Development Agencies, thus becom-
ing owners of regional development projects. The contract 
award process is carried out by the contracting authority 
through working groups on procurement of goods, services 
and works, subsequently approved by the Public Procure-
ment Agency. The contracting authority must ensure that 
the bidder has the capacity to carry out the contract to its 
end, though without posing onerous, excessive conditions, 
which would result in the elimination of potential bidders. 
Thus, the contracting authority is one of the basic subjects 
and elements in the public procurement process.

Eligible applicants. Legal entities meeting the eligibility 
criteria, which apply for funding from the National Fund for 
Regional Development. They may, also, be eligible when 
submitting projects in partnership with other Local Public 
Authorities. Their eligibility is established based on several 
criteria: the applicant shall take account of the eligible costs, 
which must be real. Thus, the proposals which do not re-
quire amendments and additions to the general estimate 
in the evaluation process will be selected for funding. The 
applicant will act as the leading institution for project imple-
mentation and, if selected as eligible applicant, will repre-
sent all partners, will sign the � nancing contract and will be 
responsible for the timely implementation of the project.

Sergiu Cecan, 
Head of Department 

of Relations with 
Regional Development 
Institutions, Ministry of 
Regional Development 

and Construction 

Roman Mereuță, 
Senior Consultant, 

Department for Rela-
tions with Regional 

Development 
Institutions, Ministry of 
Regional Development 

and Constructions
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Partnerships and International Cooperation

European Union Strategy for the Danube 
Region (EUSDR) in the Republic of Moldova

Modernization of Local Public Services (MLPS) 2.0

Since 2013, the Ministry of Regional Develop-
ment and Construction (MRDC) has been nego-
tiating with the Austrian Development Agency 
(ADA) the idea of a project to promote the 
European Union Strategy for the Danube Re-
gion (EUSDR) in Moldova. Although EUSDR was 
adopted in 2010, its promotion in Moldova has 
been facilitated since 2015. On 24 March, 2015, 
the ‘Danube connects’ project was launched, � -
nanced by ADA, with a duration of 3 years (1 Feb-
ruary, 2015 – 31 January, 2018), in the amount of 
EUR 480 thousand. The project aims to enhance 
the capacity of coordination and promotion of 
EUSDR in Moldova, including cross-border and 
transnational programs.

The information support and expertise of coun-
tries active in promoting EUSDR will ensure more 
e� ective participation of the Republic of Moldo-
va within the 11 priorities of the strategy, will 
increase promotion of EUSDR at the national, re-
gional, local and international level and will help 
create the National System of Management and 
Control of cross-border cooperation programs 
and capacity development of potential appli-
cants for future cross-border and transnational 
cooperation programs 2014-2020.

EUSDR achievements: 

During the years 2015-2016, in addition to rep-
resentation at high-level events and meetings 
with the participation of the national coordinator 
(Anatol Usatii, Vice-Minister of Regional Develop-
ment), information sessions, trainings, confer-
ences were held, with participation of:

Central public authorities, national EUSDR prior-• 
ities coordinators and coordinators of Cross-bor-
der and trans-national cooperation programs;

Grant bene� ciaries and partners under cross-• 
border and transnational cooperation pro-
grams 2007-2013 and 2014-2020;

Potential applicants within cross-border coop-• 
eration programs 2014-2020.

The MRDC was directly involved in the program-
ming process for the Danube Transnational Pro-

gram 2014-2020. Through the � nancial support 
of the Government of Austria, it organised events 
for Program dissemination/promotion, although 
in the � rst call announced in October 2015, the 
Moldovan participants had only partner status. 
Based on Government’s requests and the ongo-
ing dialogue with the European Commission, the 
allocation of the EUR 5 million for projects under 
this program is currently being prepared.

Talking about results, after a year of project imple-
mentation the following is to be mentioned: the 
creation of a functional and e� ective secretariat 
for the national strategy coordinator, promotion 
of the 11 priorities and identi� cation of � nancial 
instruments, events and meetings relevant for 
the initiatives in the Republic of Moldova for their 
discussion together with countries, parties to 
EUSDR. During 2015, inter-ministerial meetings 
and separate meetings with active non-govern-
mental organisations and local authorities were 
organised. Joint meetings between coordinators 
and representatives of civil society are planned 
to take place in the nearest future. In order to 
initiate partnerships, take over good practice 
and possibly launch joint projects, a working visit 
was paid to EUSDR o�  ce in Romania, with the 
Moldovan delegation, also, attending the joint 
inter-ministerial meeting.

Modernization of Local Public Services (MLPS) 
project started in 2010, being commissioned by the 
German Federal Ministry for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development (BMZ) and having as main 
counterpart the Ministry of Regional Development 
and Construction (MRDC). The second phase of the 
project started in 2016 and follows-up on the results 
of the � rst phase and is complemented with � nan-
cial support from the Regional Development Fund.
The objective of the project is to improve the frame-
work conditions for a citizen-oriented implemen-
tation of regional development policy in priority 
sectors of local public service provision. The overall 
term of the project is three years: 2016 – 2018. The 
project’s active co-� nancing commitments are with 
the European Union, Government of Switzerland 
and Government of Romania.
Key Results Achieved by now:

Regional institutions were supported in the • 
creation and consolidation of 12 Regional Sec-
tor Working Groups in three regions which de-
veloped 11 regional sector plans across the four 
priority sectors;

Introduction of new approaches on the pri-• 
oritization of infrastructure investments. This 
includes a key shift from a “call for proposals” ap-
proach to a project pipeline approach based on 
regional sector plans and a rolling-forward pipe-
line prioritization of public investment projects at 
various stages of development;

Supported three Regional Development • 
Agencies in the development of project concepts 
in the priority sectors amounting to 197.5 Mio. 
Euro. 40 concepts (amounting to 102.9 Mio. Euro) 
have been approved by the inter-ministerial 
commissions to be further developed to the vi-
able project concept stage;

28 pilot measures in the four priority sec-• 
tors with a volume of 4.1 Mio. Euro have been 
completed including the creation of the � rst 
inter-municipal service provider in solid waste 
management.
Approach:
The planning and implementation capacities of 
local public authorities are strengthened in coop-
eration with national institutions, such as MRDC, 
relevant line ministries, the State Chancellery and 
the Academy of Public Administration. The Project 
supports partners via a multi-level approach in de-
veloping the legal and institutional framework for 
regional development in order to improve local 
public services in rural areas in four priority sectors: 
Water supply and sanitation; Solid waste manage-
ment; Regional and local roads; Energy e�  ciency of 
public buildings.
The Project will also contribute to a strengthening 
of the civil society by (1) improving participatory 
planning procedures on local and regional level; (2) 
raising awareness and assessing the satisfaction of 
citizens as clients of public services; and (3) increas-
ing transparency and accountability in public deci-
sion making.
MLPS covers four intervention areas: 
Intervention Area 1: Policy and Strategy Advice for 
an Improved Framework of the National Regional 
Development Policy. 
Intervention Area 2: Improvement of Coordination 
and Monitoring of Regional Development Strate-
gies. 
Intervention Area 3: Improvement of Development 
and Implementation of Regional Development Pro-
grams. 
Intervention Area 4: Institutionalization of Training 
Modules.
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Success Story

„The water in Rosu village is more than water, 
it is manna from Heaven..”

Water is the source of life. This is also the 
conclusion the residents of Rosu village in 
Cahul rayon came to. For almost three years 
now they have access to quality drinking 
water. This was possible due to a project 
of construction of a water supply system in 
this village. The project was implemented 
by the Regional Development Agency (RDA) 
South and funded through the ‘Moderniza-
tion of Local Public Services in the Repub-
lic of Moldova’ project (GIZ), implemented 
by the German Development Cooperation 
through GIZ.
Brief history: The project of water supply to 
the residents of Rosu village was launched 
in autumn 2011. During 2012 the water sup-
ply network works were executed and in No-
vember the same year the � nal acceptance 
of the water supply network took place. The 
total investment for the water supply net-
work with a length of 14.3 km and two water 
pumping stations amounted to over MDL 3 
million. We tried to � nd out from Rosu resi-
dents how the water supply network con-
tributed to changing the appearance of a 
village and what were the e� ects of quality 
drinking water for a community. 

Rosu. The water in Rosu village...
The Rosu village is located 5 km from the city of 
Cahul. It may seem that water should be the last 
concern of people in Rosu, especially since their 
village is located just a stone’s throw from Prut 
River. However, until recently, quality drinking 
water was more precious than gold for those in 
Rosu. The lack of quality water was a big problem, 
especially “... for the stomach or teeth,” as I was 
told by some of the inhabitants.

According to o�  cial data, only a third of the rural 
population of Moldova has access to quality water 
services. Until a few years ago the Rosu village was 
facing the same problem. Only two wells on the 
territory of the village have drinking water com-
plying with all sanitary norms. According to doc-
tors, all other wells - 116 - contain various chemi-
cals that can be hazardous to human health.

The � rst stop: the mayoralty of the village
The � rst stop in my little trip to Rosu was the 
mayoralty of the village. Here I meet Pavel Puica, 
‘the � rst villager who was connected to the water 

supply network’, as he introduces himself. Every-
one in the village calls him ‘the water man’. ‘The 
main water pipeline was built, but it was just part 
of the work done. The most important part was 
to follow, for each villager to get water in the 
household. To that end, they had to pay money 
from their own pocket,’ Pavel Puica tells me. ‘At 
� rst it was hard, but later there was a real battle 
between neighborhoods – which of them will 
be connected � rst,’ Mr. Puica says laughing. ‘The 
neighborhood on Mihai Eminescu street, where 
my household is also situated, won, and now all 
households have tap water,’ Mr. Pavel continues 
proud of himself.

Meanwhile, Irina Tronciu, the secretary of Rosu 
mayoralty, joines our discussion: ‘some people 
were reluctant in the beginning. They said they 
had no money to get connected. But after seeing 
that their neighbor had water, they did every-
thing to connect.’ According to Ms. Tronciu, more 
than 700 households out of about 900 are cur-
rently connected to the village water supply net-
work. ‘...There is a tap in almost every courtyard. 
It is a great relief, especially for the elderly. In the 
past they had to make a long way to the two wells 
in the village, but now they have water in their 
household,’ the mayoralty’s secretary says.

Water means health... for the people 
and for the soil
Until three years ago, many residents of Rosu vil-
lage had health problems, according to a report 
of Cahul Public Health Center. Gastro-intestinal 
and dental issues were common due to the low 
water quality. I went to the village medical o�  ce 
to � nd out more more about this. Ala Guglea, the 
medical assistant, con� rmed the alarming situa-
tion of the village until 2012, however, ‘... at the 
moment, according to family doctors reports, 
there is a signi� cant decrease in the number of 
those who su� er from acute gastrointestinal ill-
nesses. Quality water is certainly a factor which 
has led to this decrease,’ Ms. Guglea says.

I found Petru Mititelu working in his garden. ‘The 
water from the water supply network, he tells me, 
has brought health to the soil too. It is perfect for 
watering our gardens and greenhouses. The wa-
ter from wells and the artesian water dries the 
soil and makes it white as lime. “

… and the sewerage
According to the Mayor of the village, Nicolae 
Savilenco, sewerage is the next major goal of 
Rosu village. Construction of a sewerage network 
has already begun, also funded by international 
partners. ‘At the moment, almost every villager 
has his own sewage pit. In some households the 
pits are executed accordingly, covered with con-
crete, while the others were not. The used water 
that accumulates in it often leaks into the ground, 
which is very dangerous for human health,’ the 
mayor tells me.

But the sewerage system will solve this problem 
too. Iurie Costenco, Apa-Canal Cahul representa-
tive thinks that ‘water supply and sanitation must 
go hand in hand, because it is the only way to 
have a full, quality and healthy service. I am con-
vinced that there will be more people who will 
want to connect to the sewerage system, simply 
because there are households that are connected 
to water from artesian wells and they only need 
sewerage’.

‘Rosu – a civilized village’
Exactly when I get into the car to go back to 
Chisinau, I meet Gheorghe Cazanji, the technical 
engineer responsible for the water supply and 
sewerage system in the village. He tries to explain 
to me how a simple, but important thing – the 
water - helped change the village. ‘We really have 
something to be proud of, because Rosu will be 
the � rst village in the South to have drinking wa-
ter and sewerage at the same time. And I heard 
something ... ’, Mr. Gheorghe whispers,’ ... if we 
manage to complete the sewerage system, the 
German Government promised to help us with 
the roads too. Rosu will be a civilized village! And 
it all started with the water’.

Maria Culeşov, director of RDA South, states that 
water supply and sewerage for the inhabitants of 
Rosu village was possible due to e�  cient coop-
eration between state institutions – the Ministry 
of Regional Development and Construction and 
RDA South - and international partners. ‘Follow-
ing the successful implementation of the water 
supply project in Rosu village, international part-
ners have expanded their � nancing activities to 
other projects in the region, namely, construc-
tion of the sewerage plant in Rosu village and re-
habilitation of drinking water treatment plant in 
Cahul. The � nancial resources for the implemen-
tation of these projects have been fully allocated 
by the German Government.“
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